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1) SURROGACY LAW  

 

India has become the hub for surrogacy.  In 2002, India had become the first 

country to legalize commercial surrogacy. By 2012 India had become the 

surrogacy capital of the world with surrogacy tourism valued at 400mn$ annually 

(according to a UN 2012 report). There are various reasons for it: 

*In developed countries in general, surrogacy is permitted only among relatives 

In India, because of financial reasons, there is an availability of those who are 

willing to be surrogates 

*India also offers low cost advanced medical facilities which attract a lot of 

medical tourism in general and surrogacy in particular 

*There are no religious barriers against the concept of surrogacy 
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*There is no law that deals with various aspects of surrogacy. At present, it is 

governed by the Indian Contract Act. There are guidelines of ICMR which are not 

enforced properly. The absence of regulations and guidelines has led to a thriving 

industry of reproduction clinics and surrogacy 

Problems with Surrogacy in India: 

¶ In past there has been death cases associated with surrogacy 

¶ There have been several litigations involving surrogacy such as the Baby 

Manji Yamada case, Baby Balaz case which has led to court interventions 

and directives. In Baby Manji Yamada case, a Japanese couple who availed 

of surrogacy in India, divorced while the surrogate mother was pregnant. 

They then refused to take ownership of child. Gujarat HC then stated 

extreme urgency to deal with such cases 

¶ On a number of occasions, Indian adoption laws or some other country’s 

citizenship laws create hurdles. For example, Germany recognizes 

citizenship by mother which creates issues in determining nationality of 

surrogate child 

¶ Problem also arises if twins/triplets are born in place of a single child over 

the issue of custody of child 

¶ A comprehensive law is required to deal with following issues 

¶ Rights of surrogate mother which includes fair compensation, adequate 

maternal care, right to abort and provision of maternity relief 

¶ Law has to prescribe condition like surrogacy by consent. The surrogate 

mother should be aware of impact of hormones etc on her health 

¶ The number of times surrogacy is permissible, consent of husband if married 

are also important issues to be dealt with 

¶ Life Insurance coverage 

¶ Clarity over rights of commissioning parents, rights of child born 

¶ The angle of homosexuality 

View of LCI  

228th LCI report recommended prohibiting commercial surrogacy and allowing 

ethical altruistic surrogacy to the needy Indian citizens by an apt legislation  
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Provisions of the Surrogacy (Regulation) Bill, 2016 approved by Union 

Cabinet: 

¶ The Bill will regulate surrogacy in India establishing a National Surrogacy 

Board at the Central level and State Surrogacy Board and appropriate 

authorities in the state and Union Territories. The legislation will ensure 

effective regulation if surrogacy, prohibit commercial surrogacy and allow 

for altruistic surrogacy to the needy infertile couples 

¶ The Bill bars foreigners, homosexual couples, people in live in relationships 

and single individuals from becoming surrogate parents. Only childless, 

straight Indian couples married for a period of 5 years, having proven 

fertility problems are eligible for surrogacy. NRIs and PIOs who hold 

Overseas Citizens of India (OCI) cards have also been barred from opting 

for surrogacy 

¶ Eligible couples will have to turn to “close relatives”, not necessarily related 

by blood for altruistic surrogacy – no exchange of money between the 

commissioning couple and the surrogate mother. The Bill, which borrows 

heavily from UK’s altruistic surrogacy Bill, has changed the British 

provision of allowing only blood relatives to “close relatives”, a term that 

will be further elaborated in the rules 

¶ The rights of surrogate mother and children born out of surrogacy will be 

protected 

¶ Bill will apply to whole of India exceptJammu and Kashmir 

¶ Women acting as surrogates can do so only once 

¶ All Assisted Reproductive Technology clinics will have to be registered 

¶ 10 months during whichpregnancies underway now can be seen through and 

babies delivered  

Advantages of the Bill 

The Bill comes at a time when there is a huge need for legislation covering this 

subject. The Bill focuses on preventing commercialization of surrogacy, prohibit 

potential exploitation of surrogate mothers and children born through surrogacy. In 

order to take care of those mothers or couples who have opted for surrogacy as on 

date, the Bill prescribes a 10 month period to ensure that inconvenience is not 

caused to the couples and surrogate mother. 
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Criticism  

The Bill raises questions over the reproductive rights of a woman. The right to life 

enshrines the right of reproductive autonomy, inclusive of the right to procreation 

and parenthood, which is not within the domain of the state, warranting 

interference of a fundamental right. It is for the person and not the state to decide 

modes of parenthood. It is the prerogative of person(s) to have children born 

naturally or by surrogacy in which the state, constitutionally, cannot interfere.  

Restricting limited, conditional surrogacy to married Indian couples and 

disqualifying other persons on the basis of nationality, marital status, sexual 

orientation or age does not appear to qualify the test of equality (article 14), or of 

being a reasonable classification, satisfying the objective sought to be 

achieved.The bill deprives single parents, homosexuals of availing the bliss of 

parenthood through surrogacy 

 

2) SEA OF PLASTICS 

The environment which is one of the most important treasures on planet Earth, has 

been treated recklessly over the years by human beings. As the World Environment 

Day, 2018 was observed, the biggest challenge that remains is to beat the plastic 

pollution. Plastic despite being known to be non-biodegradable, has become an 

unavoidable part of human lives now. Today, almost 4 million Tonnes of trash is 

thrown every day, of which 12.8% is plastic. 

Analysis: 

¶ World Environment Day (Eco Day / WED) is observed on 5th June every 

year and has been a flagship campaign by United Nations since 1974 for 

raising awareness on emerging environmental issues from marine pollution, 

human overpopulation, and global warming, to sustainable consumption and 

wildlife crime. It has become a global platform with over 143 countries 

participating annually. 

¶ World Environment Day has a new theme every year that major 

corporations, NGOs, communities, governments and celebrities adopt 

worldwide to advocate environmental causes. The theme for 2018 is “Beat 
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Plastic Pollution” and the host nation is India. The theme for 2017 was 

“Connecting people to Nature” with Canada being the host. 

¶ Humans have come across from the stone age to plastic age recently over 

thousands of years. Plastics are used from 1950s onwards and today it has 

become an inseparable part of our daily lives. Plastic surrounds us at our 

homes, offices and everywhere else as it is used in making bottles, bags, 

cars, computers, etc. 

¶ Plastic is a polymer that was considered as one of the biggest breakthroughs 

made by man.  

It gained with it many advantages – 

¶ Easy availability 

¶ Low cost 

¶ Minimal weight 

¶ Could be moulded into any shape 

¶ Didn’t break easily and didn’t degrade easily 

But, the advantage of not breaking and degrading easily has become one of the 

biggest cause of concern today. There is no way to dispose it off. It may take 

thousands of years in degrading even if it is burnt. It is thus, very dangerous for the 

ecology. 

¶ In 1950, global plastic production = 1.5 million Tonnes 

¶ In 2016, global plastic production = 335 million Tonnes 

¶ It is still rising at a rate of 8.6% / year. 

The dependence on plastics is affecting the planet Earth. The drains, rivers, seas 

and oceans are getting blocked and choked with plastic. Over 8 million Tonnes of 

plastic is dumped in oceans every year. At many places, mini islands of plastic 

have formed. Microplastics dissolve in water and can’t be seen with naked eye. 

It is estimated that by 2050 over 850 million tonnes of plastic wastes would have 

accumulated in oceans of the world. It would be more than the total weight of 

marine animals and fisheries, projected to be 820 Million tonnes by 2050. 
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Plastic harms the ecology in every stages from production to usage. It is made from 

chemicals that are derived from petroleum-based substances. It is toxic and 

undergoes reactions when it is being produced and even when it is discarded. 

Only 15% of the plastic remains on land. The rest goes into the water bodies 

killing organisms living there and also poisons the salt in the sea. This indirectly 

affects  human beings, as the salt is consumed. 

As per an estimate, in 2015: Of total plastic wastes, 9% was recycled, 12% 

incinerated and 79% accumulated in landfills/ natural environment. 

Types of plastic (based on size): 

¶ Macro-plastic: 25mm or more 

¶ Meso-plastic: 5mm to 25mm 

¶ Micro-plastic: 1 micron (0.001mm) to 5mm 

Plastic flows into the sea in the form of: 

¶ Fragments as common microplastics 

¶ Plastic thread from synthetic fibres 

¶ Food items in the form of foam 

¶ Microbeads from soaps, cosmetics 

¶ Building and construction activities 

¶ Fishing and coastal tourism, etc. 

Plastics are present in huge quantities in the Pacific, Atlantic and Indian Ocean. 

Plastics in the form of polythene and polypropylene are present. Their 

consumption then kills the marine animals and human beings also acquire various 

diseases on their consumption of sea food. 

If no measures are taken for stopping the plastic wastes from sea, the coming 

decade can lead to a number of organisms in danger. Various human activities in 

the 21st century has already endangered a lot of species. 

Example- Hau Loc beach of Vietnam is choked by the weight of plastic waste. The 

situation is even worse in neighbouring 



DECEMBER 06 ɀ CURRENT AFFAIRS 2018  

 

7 SHANMUGAM IAS ACADEMY: 46/1, Gokhale St, Opp Senthil Kumaran 

Theatre, Ram Nagar, Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu 641009 WEBSITE : iasipstnpsc.in 

  

 

¶ Because of oceanic circulation pattern, the plastic at Indian coast can travel 

to Australian coast. Ocean has no boundaries as such. 

¶ India has the responsibility to spread awareness in the world about the 

dangers of the plastic. The reception it has received on the WED shows 

India is ready to move in that direction. 

¶ India has a coastline of over 7500kms. 

¶ India’s coastal states are: Gujarat, Maharashtra, Goa, Karnataka, Kerala, 

Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Odisha and West Bengal 

¶ Coastal cities: Porbandar, Goa, Udupi, Chennai, etc. Wastes from these 

cities are released into the oceans, polluting the marine environment. 

¶ India made resolution to make a clean country under the Swachh Bharat 

Abhiyan. Although it has helped in making the streets and platforms clean, 

the question still left is what happens to the plastic that is thrown into the 

dustbins. 

Some of the ways to reduce use of plastic can be: 

¶ Switching to cloth bags and carrying reusable water bottles 

¶ Avoiding synthetic fibres and using cotton cloths 

¶ Pushing for recycling of wastes 

Conclusion: 

There should be a rule and regulation mechanism for limiting the amount of 

plastics that is dumped into water bodies like the rules for measuring Air Quality 

Index and Oxygen measurement in water. Such regulations can help in minimising 

the plastic waste dumping in water bodies. Also, efforts must be made on 

individual level to reduce the use of plastic to save the environment for coming 

generations. 
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3)AIR QUALITY - CURBING CO2 

 

A new report from the World Health Organisation highlights not only how 

widespread air pollution is in urban India, but also how deficient air quality 

monitoring is.   

Pollution is the largest environmental cause of disease and premature death in the 

world today. 

Last year, the Lancet Commission on Pollution and Health, attributed to air 

pollution an estimated 6.5 million premature deaths globally, with 1.1 million 

being from India. 

PM 2.5 & PM 10: 

PM 10 is the pollution particles having diameters equal to 10 micrometres or lesser 

(a human hair is about 100 micrometres). These are not trapped in the nose or 

throat but are drawn deep into the lungs. 

PM 2.5 is the small pollution particles having diameters equal or less than 2.5 

micrometres in size. These are much harmful than PM 10 and penetrate deep into 

the respiratory system. These cause the most damage to the body. 
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Status of Air Pollution in India:  

¶ According to Greenpeace India report 2018, Uttar Pradesh is India’s most 

polluted state. While Varanasi is the sixth most polluted city in the country 

the state got 13 cities on the list of 30 most polluted cities of India with 

Ghaziabad sticking to the seventh spot. 

¶ The report, which summarised 2016 data for 4,300 cities, ranks 14 Indian 

cities among the 20 most polluted ones globally. While Delhi comes in at 

number six, Kanpur, Faridabad, Varanasi, Gaya and Patna are ranked ahead 

of it, by PM 2.5 levels. And yet, Kanpur, Faridabad and several other 

pollution-choked cities have only one PM 2.5 monitoring station each, while 

Delhi has several. 

¶ As many as 54% of India’s population lives in regions that do not meet the 

NAAQS for fine particulate matter, and nearly every Indian (99.5%) lives in 

a region with air pollution levels above the stricter guidelines of the WHO. 

¶ WHO has also ranked outdoor air pollution among the top killers in India. 

¶ WHO researchers get around this problem by using alternative data sources 

such as satellite remote sensing and chemical transport models, along with 

ground-monitoring stations. 

¶ The outcome of this exercise makes it clear that air pollution is not a 

problem of large metropolises alone, even though they have traditionally 

been the focus of mitigation efforts. Such wide variations in data quality 

exist across the world. 

¶ While Europe has the most extensive monitoring network, countries in 

Africa and the Western Pacific region perform poorly. This means data from 

these regions are of poor quality, and likely underestimates, resulting in an 

under-count of the disease burden as well. The report puts the global death 

toll from air pollution at seven million a year, attributable to illnesses such 

as lung cancer, pneumonia and ischemic heart disease. 

¶ In 2016 alone, it says, around 4.2 million people died owing to outdoor air 

pollution, while 3.8 million people succumbed to dirty cooking fuels such as 

wood and cow dung. About a third of these deaths occurred in Southeast 

Asian countries, which include India. Once monitoring improves in these 

regions, the numbers will likely be revised upwards. 

¶ The WHO report had words of praise for India’s Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala 

Yojana scheme, which has provided 37 million women living below the 

poverty line with LPG (liquefied petroleum gas) connections. 
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Air Pollution in Rural Areas:  

Such schemes will also help cut the indoor air pollution that plagues much of rural 

India, which is not covered in the WHO analysis. It is important to remember, 

though, that rural India has problems beyond inefficient cook-stoves. Recently 

published draft National Clean Air Programme noted, there are currently no air 

pollution monitoring stations in rural India. 

This does not mean outdoor air pollution is not a problem here. Studies have 

shown that ozone levels are higher in rural areas, as is pollution from insecticide 

use and crop-burning. The WHO has asked Southeast Asian countries to take swift 

action to tackle the twin problems of indoor and outdoor pollution. India must 

realise that its problems are larger than the WHO estimates, and take the call to 

action seriously. 

Major sources of air pollution from particulate matter include inefficient use of 

energy by households, industry, agriculture and transport sectors, and coal-fired 

power plants. In some regions, sand and desert dust, waste burning and 

deforestation are additional sources of air pollution. 

Measures to improve air quality: 

As suggested by Greenpeace, following measures can be employed to fight air 

pollution in the country: 

¶ Improving public transport 

¶ Limiting the number of polluting vehicles on the road 

¶ Introducing less polluting fuel (Bharat VI) 

¶ Strict emission regulations 

¶ Improved efficiency for thermal power plants and industries 

¶ Moving from diesel generators to rooftop solar 

¶ Increased use of clean renewable energy 

¶ Electric vehicles 

¶ Removing dust from roads 

¶ Regulating construction activities 

¶ Stopping biomass burning, etc. 
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4) WORLD SOIL DAY  

The World Soil Day was observed across the world on December 5, 2018. The day 

is observed annually to highlight the importance of healthy soil and advocate for 

the sustainable management of soil resources. 

2018 Theme: The theme of the day this year is 'Be the Solution to Soil Pollution'. 

The campaign aims to raise awareness regarding soil pollution and call people to 

#StopSoilPollution. 

About Soil Pollution 

¶ World Soil Day observed globally to raise awareness about soil pollution As 

pollution rises across the world, the soil is also getting affected. Around one-

third of global soils have already degraded.  

¶ Soil pollution can be invisible and seems far away but everyone everywhere 

is affected due to it.  

¶ With the population expected to reach 9 billion by 2050, soil pollution is a 

worldwide problem that is not only leading to the degradation of soil across 

the globe but is also resulting in the poisoning of food, water and air. 

¶ Soils have a great potential to filter and buffer contaminants, degrading and 

attenuating the negative effects of pollutants, but its capacity is finite.  

Cause 

Most of the pollutants originate from human activities such as unsustainable 

farming practices, industrial activities and mining, untreated urban waste and other 

non-environmental friendly practices. 

With the evolution of technology, scientists have been able to identify previously 

undetected pollutants, however, these technological improvements have also led to 

the release of new contaminants into the environment. 

How to combat the problem? 

In the Agenda for Sustainable Development 2030, the Sustainable Development 

Goals 2, 3, 12, and 15 have targets that commend direct consideration of soil 

resources, especially soil pollution and degradation in relation to food security. 
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Combating soil pollution requires all nations to join forces and turn determinations 

into action. Hence the campaign- ‘Be the solution to soil pollution’. 

World Soil Day observed globally to raise awareness about soil pollution  

Soil: A solution to combating climate change? 

According to the Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations, the soil 

holds three times as much carbon as the atmosphere and can help meet the 

challenges of a changing climate. 

The organisation said that 815 million people are food insecure and 2 billion 

people are nutritionally insecure, but it can be mitigated through the soil, as 95 per 

cent of the food comes from soil and 33 per cent of the global soils are already 

degraded. 

World Soil Day in India  

¶ World Soil Day observed globally to raise awareness about soil pollution  

¶ On the occasion, Indian Vice President M Venkaiah Naidu called upon all 

the citizens of the country to take a pledge to maintain the purity of soil. 

¶ In a tweet, the Vice President said, it is the duty of every human being to 

protect the most critical component of nature. He said that it is time that 

people should move towards nature and organic farming and must learn to 

protect the purity of soil and mother earth. 

What has India done to prevent soil pollution? 

¶ The Union Government has launched nationwide the soil health card scheme 

to take care of soil health for the first time in a uniform manner to evaluate 

the soil fertility across the country. 

¶ According to the Union Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers' Welfare, over 

15 crore soil health cards have been distributed to the farmers across the 

country. 

¶ The soil health card provides information to the farmers on the fertility 

status of their soil and enables them to apply soil health card based 

recommended dosages of fertilizers including micro-nutrients, bio-

fertilizers, manures as well as soil ameliorants. 
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¶ The card is helpful in checking the declining fertility of agriculture land and 

improve the fertility of soils to increase productivity besides enhancing 

farmers income. 

Background 

¶ The dedicated international day to celebrate soil was recommended by the 

International Union of Soil Sciences (IUSS) in 2002. 

¶ Under the leadership of the Kingdom of Thailand and within the framework 

of the Global Soil Partnership, the Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) 

of the United Nations supported the formal establishment of WSD as a 

global awareness raising platform. 

¶ The FAO Conference unanimously endorsed World Soil Day in June 2013 

and requested its official adoption at the 68th UN General Assembly.  

¶ In December 2013 the UN General Assembly responded by designating 

December 5, 2014 as the first official World Soil Day. 

¶ World Soil Day observed globally to raise awareness about soil pollution  

¶ The date, December 5, was chosen because it corresponds with the official 

birthday of HM King Bhumibol Adulyadej, the King of Thailand, who 

officially sanctioned the event. 

¶ In 2016, the day was officially recognised in the memory of the monarch, 

who passed away in October 2016 after being the head of state of Thailand 

for the past seven decades. 
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5) PRADHAN MANTRI KRISHI SINCHAYEE YOJANA (PMKSY)  

 

Farm distress and farmer suicides 

¶ The neglect of Indian agriculture by the successive governments has been 

the cause of untold suffering of the Indian farmer 

¶ According to Census 2011, 54.6 per cent of India’s workforce was engaged 

in agriculture 

¶ However, the sector contributes less than 17 per cent of the GDP 

¶ The policies of successive governments have failed to correct this imbalance 

¶ This has led to large-scale farmers suicides and spawned unprecedented 

agrarian unrest in many parts of the country 

Urgent interventions required 

¶ Farmers must receive expert advice by trained officials at their doorstep at 

the beginning of every crop season 
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¶ These recommendations should be related to issues like which crops to sow, 

technology, market prices, soil fertility, irrigation 

¶ Agricultural extension services are almost non-existent today 

¶ Trade bans on agricultural exports must be removed 

¶ Such restrictive policies keep domestic prices low, harming farmers’ 

interests 

¶ Farmers should have free access to global markets, as it will help augment 

incomes 

¶ Restrictions, if any, should be imposed only in emergencies 

¶ As for domestic trade, all restrictions on inter-district and inter-state 

movement should be removed 

¶ Every farmer family must have a Kisan Credit Card (KCC) 

¶ According to the NABARD, the cumulative number of KCCs issued since 

inception till March 31, 2015, is 14.64 crore of which operative/live KCCs 

are 7.41-crore 

¶ Counter-posing this against the 13.83 crore operational land holdings 

(Agricultural Census 2010-11) shows that a large number of farmers are yet 

to be covered under the KCC scheme 

¶ Rainwater harvesting should be incorporated in irrigation projects, owing to 

its magnificent untapped potential 

¶ According to the Standing Committee on Rural Development, only 10 per 

cent of the projects taken up under the watershed development component of 

the Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana (PMKSY) have been 

completed so far 

¶ The establishment of micro, small and medium irrigation projects like tube 

wells and check dams, instead of big irrigation projects should be 

encouraged and financed entirely by the Centre 

¶ A “paani panchayat” should be established for every scheme, which will act 

as a specialised registered body responsible for the execution of irrigation 

projects 

¶ The panchayat will be responsible for the maintenance of water channels and 

collecting user charges from the beneficiaries 

¶ This will help in the augmentation of self-financing water management 

mechanism 
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¶ It could also act as cross-panchayat body wherever applicable, for example, 

in cases where more than one beneficiary panchayat exists under a particular 

irrigation project 

Minimum basic pay to farmers 

¶ Every small and marginal farmer and every agricultural labourer above the 

age of 60 should receive a monthly pension of Rs 5,000 

¶ All small and marginal farmer households, including tenant and sub-tenant 

farmers, should receive a basic income of Rs 6,000 per acre per crop season. 

This will work out to Rs 12,000 per household per annum 

¶ Farmers holding land in excess of 5 acres of irrigated land, who produce 

disposable surplus and take advantage of the minimum support price may 

not be included in the scheme. For unirrigated holdings, the limit could be 

10 acres 

¶ The total financial burden of this scheme, likely to be Rs 1.84 lakh crore, 

could be distributed in the ratio of 70:30 between the Centre and the states 

¶ The financial burden on the Centre will thus be Rs 1.29 lakh crore, less than 

1 per cent of the country’s GDP 

¶ The total expenditure budget of the Government of India in 2018-19 is Rs 

24.42 lakh crore 

¶ It is therefore not difficult to find this money within the resources available 

to it with better expenditure management 

¶ However, even if this adds to the fiscal deficit it will be a worthwhile step 

because it will make the farmers happy and increase their productivity 

Food processing 

¶ There should be a separate category of entrepreneurs under the Mudra 

Yojana who will set up processing and storage plants for agricultural units 

¶ With a low rate of interests on loans ranging from 3.5 per cent to 6 per cent, 

small and medium enterprises for storage and processing can aid the 

development of infrastructure for the agriculture sector 

Way forward  

A Basic Income Scheme for the farmer will not tax the government’s resources. 

But it could stem the tide of distress in the countryside 
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6) GUIDELINES TO ENSURE SAFETY OF CHILDREN IN HOSTELS  

 

The Ministry of Women and Child Development will soon formulate guidelines for 

children’s hostels, prescribing the minimum standards of care that should be 

provided to the children. 

Need: 

The decision comes at a time when institutions, housing children on the request of 

parents at children’s homes, are not registering under the Juvenile Justice (Care 

and Protection of Children) Act, 2015. 

Also, the Supreme Court, in the case of “Exploitation of Children in Orphanages in 

the State of Tamil Nadu” Vs. Union of India, had directed the Union and the State 

Governments to enforce minimum standards of care required for such children 

living in any facility either created by the Government system or by civil society 

organisations. 
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What next? 

The Ministry has directed the National Commission for Protection of Child Rights 

to draft the guidelines in consultation with stakeholders concerned. The guidelines 

will be notified under the Juvenile Justice Act or the JJ Rules. 

About the Juveniles Justice Act, 2015: 

The Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015 came into force 

in January, 2016. The new Act repeals the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of 

Children) Act, 2000. The JJ Act, 2015 provides for strengthened provisions for 

both children in need of care and protection and children in conflict with law. 

Key provisions: 

¶ Definition:  The Act clearly defines and classifies offences as petty, serious 

and heinous, and defines differentiated processes for each category. Keeping 

in view the increasing number of serious offences being committed by 

persons in the age group of 16-18 years and recognizing the rights of the 

victims as being equally important as the rights of juveniles, special 

provisions are incorporated in the Act to tackle heinous offences committed 

by individuals in this age group. 

¶ It establishes a statutory status for the Child Adoption Resources Authority 

(CARA). It also proposes several rehabilitation and social integration 

measures for institutional and non-institutional children. It provides for 

sponsorship and foster care as completely new measures. 

¶ Mandatory registration of all institutions engaged in providing child care is 

required according to the Act. New offences including illegal adoption, 

corporal punishment in child care institutions, the use of children by militant 

groups, and offences against disabled children are also incorporated in the 

legislation. 

¶ The new law gives the Juvenile Justice Board the power to assess whether 

the perpetrator of a heinous crime aged between 16 and 18, had acted as a 

‘child’ or as an ‘adult.’ The board will be assisted in this process by 

psychologists and social experts. 

¶ It strikes a fine balance between the demands of the stakeholders asking for 

continued protection of rights of juveniles and the popular demand of 
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citizens in the light of increasing incidence of heinous crimes by young 

boys. 

 

7) INDIA’S HEAVIEST SATELLITE GSAT-11 

India’s heaviest and most advanced satellite GSAT-11 was recently launched from 

the Guiana Space Centre at Kourou in French Guiana. 

GSAT- 11- key facts: 

¶ GSAT-11 is ISRO’s heaviest satellite ever built and weighs about 5854 

kilograms. 

¶ It was launched onboard Ariane-5 launch vehicle from French Guiana. 

¶ ISRO has revealed that the satellite will be initially placed in the 

Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit and will be later raised to Geostationary 

Orbit. It will be using the Liquid Apogee Motor which will be onboard the 

satellite. 

¶ GSAT-11 is part of ISRO’s new family of high-throughput communication 

satellite (HTS) fleet that will drive the country’s Internet broadband from 

space to untouched areas. 

¶ According to ISRO, GSAT-11’s multiple spot beam coverage — 32 in Ku 

band and eight in Ka bands — will deliver an improved service of 16 gbps 

over the Indian region and nearby islands. 

¶ The satellite will also have VSAT Terminals which basically will ensure that 

it can handle large capacity platform to support a huge subscriber base. 

GSAT 11: How does it work? 

¶ GSAT-11 will use a ‘multi-spot’ approach to maximize its coverage area in 

the Indian mainland and islands — a far superior communication technology 

than existing INSATs and GSATs. 

¶ In a first for a satellite built by ISRO, GSAT-11 will carry a next-generation 

I-6K bus (communication satellite hub) to provide services in two widely-

used wavelengths for telecommunications: the Ku- and Ka-bands. This 

makes GSAT-11 three to six times more powerful than any of ISRO’s (and 

India’s) satellite roster today. 
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¶ It will provide up to 14 Gigabit/s in both voice and video broadband services 

anywhere in the Indian mainland or islands over its 15-year lifespan, 

according to ISRO. 

¶ The satellite has 32 Ku-band transponders and 8 Ka-band hubs on board. 

The Ku- and Ka-bands are different frequencies of microwaves in the 

electromagnetic spectrum. 

GSAT 11: Why is it important? 

¶ GSAT-11 will bring far greater speeds (16 Gbps of it, no less) and capacity 

to meet growing demand for mobile and internet in households, businesses, 

and public organisations. 

¶ Large parts of rural areas still remain untouched by the scope of commercial 

telecom today — something GSAT-11 is designed to change. Under Digital 

India’s BharatNet project GSAT-11 will boost access to voice and video 

streaming in most, if not all, of rural India. 

¶ With India moving fast towards implementing ‘Smart Villages and Cities’, 

they can be efficiently linked through a large communication satellite. 

 

 

8) EXSEEDSAT 1, INDIA’S 1ST PRIVATE SATELLITE 

With the launch of ExseedSAT 1, Exseed Space has become the first Indian 

privately-funded startup to successfully send a satellite into space. 

ExseedSAT 1 was launched into space by Space X along with 63 other satellites 

from 17 countries. 

About ExseedSAT 1 and its applications: 

¶ The mini communication satellite weighing just a kg with double the size of 

a Rubik’s cube (10 cm x 10 cm x 10 cm) is made up of aluminium alloy. 

¶ The satellite looks to serve the amateur radio community. 

¶ The satellite with a lifespan of five years will allow people to receive signals 

on 145.9 Mhz frequency with the help of a TV tuner. 



DECEMBER 06 ɀ CURRENT AFFAIRS 2018  

 

21 SHANMUGAM IAS ACADEMY: 46/1, Gokhale St, Opp Senthil Kumaran 

Theatre, Ram Nagar, Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu 641009 WEBSITE : iasipstnpsc.in 

  

 

¶ The satellite would provide a big boost to private radio operators and help in 

coordinating messages among them and help the country in time of disaster. 

Significance of recent Falcon 9 launch: 

With this Falcon 9 launch, SpaceX broke two records. This was the US private 

space agency’s 19th launch of the year topping its previous annual record of 18, 

which was set last year. Second, the Falcon 9 rocket managed to deliver 64 

satellites into orbit breaking the US record (India holds the world record for 

launching 104 satellites in one go on February 15, 2017). 

 

 

9) KANDHAMAL HALDI  

 

Odisha’s Kandhamal Haldi (turmeric), famous for its healing properties, is all set 

to receive GI tag. 
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Key facts: 

¶ The golden yellow spice, named after the district where it is produced, has 

been cultivated since time immemorial and is known for its medicinal value. 

¶ Turmeric is the main cash crop of tribal people in Kandhamal. Apart from 

domestic use, turmeric is also used for cosmetic and medicinal purposes. 

¶ More than 60,000 families (nearly 50% of Kandhamal population) are 

engaged in growing the variety. The crop is sustainable in adverse climatic 

conditions. 

About GI tag:  

¶ What is it? A GI is primarily an agricultural, natural or a manufactured 

product (handicrafts and industrial goods) originating from a definite 

geographical territory. 

¶ Significance of a GI tag: Typically, such a name conveys an assurance of 

quality and distinctiveness, which is essentially attributable to the place of 

its origin. 

¶ Security: Once the GI protection is granted, no other producer can misuse 

the name to market similar products. It also provides comfort to customers 

about the authenticity of that product. 

¶ Provisions in this regard: GI is covered as element of intellectual property 

rights (IPRs) under Paris Convention for Protection of Industrial Property. 

¶ At international level, GI is governed by WTO’s Agreement on Trade-

Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS). 

¶ In India, Geographical Indications of Goods (Registration and Protection 

Act), 1999 governs it. 

 

 

10) NORMS FOR PAYMENT APPS 

The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) has asked the 

Reserve Bank of India (RBI) to come up with regulations to oversee collection, 

usage and sharing of data by payment service providers. 
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Present concerns and the need for norms: 

¶ Recently National Cyber Security Coordinator (NCSC) had raised concerns 

over collection and storage of “sensitive personal data” by payment service 

providers via applications such as Google Tez, WhatsApp and Paytm. 

¶ The NCSC had pointed out that there was no agreement between the 

National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI), the banks and the 

applications that provided payment services. Additionally, there is no 

liability of NPCI and the payment service providers. 

¶ There is also no provision to protect the interest of the consumer against the 

pilferage, leakage and sharing of data, which is of sensitive nature. 

¶ Need of the hour- recommendations by NCSC and RBI: 

¶ There is a need to scrutinise all aspects of a relation – legal, technical and 

financial, between all the stakeholders in the payments ecosystem. 

¶ Payments service providers must comply with legal framework as well as 

regulations prescribed by the regulator. 

¶ RBI should lay down regulations, that would bind the collection, usage and 

sharing of data, by participants in the payments arena. 

NPCI:  

¶ National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) is an umbrella organization 

for all retail payments system in India. It was set up with the guidance and 

support of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) and Indian Banks’ Association 

(IBA). NPCI has ten promoter banks. 

¶ Its recent work of developing Unified Payments Interface (UPI) aims to 

move India to a cashless society with only digital transactions. 

¶ It has successfully completed the development of a domestic card payment 

network called RuPay, reducing the dependency on international card 

schemes. 


